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Page 13, after line 10, inserTttiecentered subheading 

- EXAMPLES AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS -. 

Page 20, after line 7, inseifdie following paragraph: 

—Although the invention has been described in conjunction with specific embodiments, it 
is evident that many altematives and variations will be apparent to those skilled in the art in light 
of the foregoing description. Accordingly, the invention is intended to embrace all of the 
altematives and variations that fall within the spirit and scope of the appended claims. The 
above references are hereby incorporated. 



In the Claims 
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(Amended) Process for drying wet F32, which comprises placing a stream of 
the said F3^n continuous contact with a feed stock of a composition comprising a molecular 
sieve selected fchosenl from a 3A, 4A or 5 A type sieve, at a temperature of between 5 and 78''C, 
[preferably at roo A. temperature,] and at a pressure of between 0.6 and 25 atm, [preferably 
between 0.8 and 17 ami]. 

2. (AmendedJ Process according to Claim 1, wherein [characterized in that] the 
stream of F32 to be dried isNa stream of gas, and the pressure is between 0.6 and 10 atm[, 
preferably between 0.8 and 5 ^(pi]. 



3. (Amended) Proce^ according to [either of] Claim[s] 1 [and 2], wherein 
[characterized in that] the stream of Fj^ comprises a water content of less than 10,000 ppm[, 
preferably less than 6000 ppm]. 



4. (Amended) Process accordingsto [one of] Claim[s] 1 [to 3], wherein 
[characterized in that] the wet F32 is placed in comact with the sieve feed stock in a column 
located downstream of a plant for manufacturing F32S 
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5. \(Amended) Process according to [one of] Claim[s] 1 [to 4], wherein 
[characterized iiisthat] the molecular sieve used is a 3 A type sieve. 

6. (Amekded) Process according to [one of] Claim[s] 1 [to 5], wherein 
[characterized in that] me sieve feed stock is regenerated by the process which consists in 
heating the [said] feed stock to a temperature [of] between 120^C and 300^C, [preferably 
between 150*^C and 250^0^ at an absolute pressure of less than 100 mm Hg[, preferably less than 
SOmmHg]. 
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7. (Amended) Process according to [one of] Claim[s] 1 [to 5], wherein 
[characterized in that] the sieve Veed stock is regenerated by the process which consists in 
passing a stream of an inert gas, qptionallv [such as] helium, over the [said] feed stock, at a 
pressure [in the region of] at abouft atmospheric pressure, by working firstly: 

(i) at a temperature at l^st between TO^'C and ITO^'C, [preferably between SO'^C and 
leS^'C] for the time required to remove at least 80%, [preferably at least 90%,] of the initial 
amoimt of F32 absorbed in the feed stock, and then 

(ii) at another temperature oAbetween ISO^'C and 300°C, [preferably between IQO^'C 
and 250''C,] for the time required to remoVe at least 90%, [preferably at least 95%,] of the initial 
amount of water absorbed in the feed stockX 



8. (Amended) Process according^ to Claim 7, wherein [characterized in that ] step 
(i) is carried out by first working: 

(il) at a first temperature of betwW 70*^C and 130°C, [preferably between 
100°C and 125''C,] for the time required to remove at\east 60% [(preferably at least 70%)] of the 
initial amoimt of F32 absorbed, and then 
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^ (i^) at a second temperature of between 130°C and ITO'^C, [preferably between 

US^'C and leS^'C^Mbr the time required to remove at least 80%, [preferably at least 90%,] of the 
initial amount of F32Vabsorbed. 
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9. (Amended^ Process according to [one of] Claim[s] 6 [to 8], wherein 
[characterized in that] the re^generation treatment for the sieve feed stock is carried out in the 
same column as that defined m Claim 4. 



10. (Amended) Process according to Claim 9, wherein [characterized in that] it is 
carried out in two colimins in parallel\one running in the phase for drying wet F32, the other 
running in the phase for regenerating a saturated molecular sieve feed stock. 
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Kindly insert the >^EW claims as follows: 



[. Process according to Claim 1, wherein the temperature is room temperature. 



12. P^cess according to Claim 1, wherein the pressure is between 0.8 and 17 atm. 



13. Process according to Claim 2, wherein the pressure is between 0.8 and 5 atm. 

14. Process accordiW to Claim 3, wherein the water content is less than 6000 ppm. 

15. Process according to Claim 6, wherein the temperature is between 150°C and 
250°C and the pressure is less than 80 nm Hg. 



16. Process according to Claim 7, wns^ein the temperature (i) is between 80''C and 
165^C and at least 90% is removed. 



